
Minutes of the Public Works & Properties Committee
 

Held on Monday, January 25, 2021 at 7:00 PM

Present:
 

Kevin Woestenenk, Councillor
Dan Osborne, Mayor
Leeanne Woestenenk, Councillor
Brian Dittmar, Citizen Representative
Roger Chenard, Public Works Manager
 

Absent:
 

Ken Blodgett
 

Other: Jeff Hietcamp

1. Changes to the Agenda
none

2. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest
none

3. Adoption of the Minutes

a)

Moved by Dan Osborne Seconded by Brian Dittmar

THAT the minutes of Monday, November 23, 2020, Public Works & Properties Meeting be 
adopted as presented.

Carried

4. Deputation

a) Jeff Heitcamp re: Range Street Future Development

Jeff informed the committee that the potential buyer for his property is no longer 
interested. The property is still for sale, but while waiting for a sale he is going to proceed 
with an application for the creation of lots through the planning board. 
He provided a sketch for the committee depicting 4 proposed lots. He asked if the town 
has any concerns about the creation of the lots.



Water and sewer connections were discussed. Lots will be created to allow for septic 
systems to be installed. 
Jeff asked if the water system would accommodate the creation of these lots and if the 
Town would contribute to the installation of the extension of the lines. 
The committee agrees that those details as to costs and who is paying what will need to 
be discussed. 
Jeff would ask if he would be interested in developing a larger subdivision such as the 
earlier proposed 41 lot subdivision. Jeff stated he is not interested in anything larger than 
the 4 lots he has indicated. 
Kevin indicated that legislation will need to be checked as to engineered stamp on the 
proposed water extension. Kevin will check and report back. Roger will check the town 
drawings to report what lines are present. 

5. Business Arising out of the Minutes

a) Marina Expansion

Roger provided information on the removal of the cribbage. Dodge responded they are 
willing to take the cribs. We will need to remove from behind the curling club and bring to 
Espanola. It will cost $1,000.00 per truckload. Roger estimates it will take two loads to 
dispose. The RFP indicated dispose to the Gore Bay landfill site. Roger reported that 
Billings Township will decline accepting the cribs. Discussion ensued. Roger is to check on 
costs for someone else to truck to Espanola. 

b) Cross Walk Additional Location (Hall Street and Agnes)

A staff report was circulated regarding consideration for adding new crosswalks. Both the 
OTC School Crossing Guard Guide and the OTM Book 15 on pedestrian crossing 
treatments were used as references for the evaluation of next steps. The committee was 
advised that a system of evaluation for crossing and the network of sidewalks in the town 
would need to be done to properly evaluated the creation of a crosswalk and if anything 
further is required. The committee was advised there has not been a ton of discussion 
from the community requesting the additional location. Discussion ensued. The 
committee agree there is not enough demand to warrant investigating further and choose 
to not explore further.

c) Medical Centre Upgrades

A staff report was circulated advising of a meeting with the doctors and the conversation 
that took place. Staff along with Dan had met with the doctors at the medical centre to 
discuss upgrades and their future needs for the facility. Issues of concern addressed were 
security,  accessibility concerns, and the outdated design of the facility to meet their 
present needs. A committee was suggested to be formed. Discussion ensued. The 
committee discussed that the the project discussed surpasses the funds that are presently 
allocated for the medical centre upgrades. Committee agree that a group should be 



organized to discuss the needs of the facility. Staff are to invite members from special 
interest groups to participate and feel the size of the committee should be kept a 
manageable size. If there are any vacancies staff are then to advertise for community 
involvement.
 
 

Moved by Dan Osborne Seconded by Leeanne 
Woestenenk

THAT we recommend to Council that an ad hoc study group/committee be formed to 
determine potential improvements to the Gore Bay Medical Centre.
FURTHER there should be at least one member who is a patient of the Gore Bay Medical 
Team and one doctor sit on the committee as well as invite a representative from The 
Rotary Club and The Lion's Club to sit on the committee.

Carried

d) New Pavilion Design and Landscape

Staff reported that any comments received about the draft drawings were circulated to 
Ian. No new information has been received. 
Tabled.

e) Channel View Heights re: Brown Water - Update

Roger spoke to Terry Addison for an update on the water output. Terry is the last resident 
on that line. He says there is a vast improvement since the bleeder was put in. There is 
however still film when the water is left stagnant, for instance in a toilet. . The lines will 
need to be replaced in the spring. Item is to be placed in the budget.

f) Range Street Future Development

Item was reported during the deputation from Jeff Heitcamp. The interested buyer has 
changed his mind on the purchase of the land for development.
 

g) Dennis Street Drainage

Culvert across Walker Road already exists. Proposing one across Eleanor Street and to 
clean the ditches out, as well as install a culvert at a 45 degree angle across the other side 
of Armstrong Road at a lower point. Public Works Department can install the culverts on 



their own. Roger talked to the landowners about his plan. They  stated it is a start but 
would also like to see more ditching done as well. Discussion ensued. Committee agree 
that staff can do the job on their own and this item is to be placed in the budget. 

h) 19 Hall Street Sewer Line

Roger asked how to argue cases of clogs where a blockage has been pushed onto the 
Town side. The pipe was clear but now because of construction the Town has had to do 
repairs when the debris was caused by the construction site. The plumber was also in 
agreement that the pipe was clear when he did his hook up. Discussion ensued. The Town 
is to supervise any new connection so that we are aware of what happens on a site. Cases 
where debris is pushed to the Town side each case is to be evaluate for each individual 
case. 

6. New Business

a) Ontario Structure Inspection Manual (OSIM)

Staff circulated the OSIM report conducted by Tulloch Engineering that was performed 
back in 2018. She advised of the OSIM guidelines and asked the committee to discuss 
inspections and if they would like to have this item added for 2021 budget. Discussion 
ensued. The outstanding items that were not complete were discussed to be added 
including the railing by McQuarrie. If any inspection is to be done we should focus on the 
older culverts including such as the one by Kinney Street and Bickles' Creek by Water 
Street and Bay Street. Staff are to add to the budget for discussion. 

b) Backhoe Repairs

A staff incident report was provided by Roger. He reported that the backhoe needed an 
immediate repair. The costs were approximately $7156.25. Discussion ensued. The 
committee acknowledged the age of the backhoe and suggest that a fund be created for 
its replacement. 

c) Marina Fuel Tanks

The public Works Manager asked the committee to review the replacement of the marina 
fuel tank from under ground to above ground citing the information from the Harbour 
Master Report. He mentioned the environmental concern and the increased costs from 
inspections and the frequency from the age of the tanks. Discussion ensued. The 
committee advised staff to place in the budget for discussion along with replacing the 
stones along the marina wall. The location of the tank was suggested to be removed from 
the current spot to the north side of the marina building.

d) Public Works Manager's Activity Report



The Public Works Mangers report was reviewed by the committee. The fitness centre 
maintenance schedule was mentioned as this has been established. A replacement 
treadmill is to be added to the budget for discussion.

e) Scotts Canada Gro for Good Grant

A grant opportunity from Scott Gro was reviewed along with a project idea. Previously a 
retaining wall was approved in the 2017 budget but was never completed. Staff asked if 
they could apply to this program. Committee agree they like the idea of a retained garden 
and approve the application.

Moved by Dan Osborne Seconded by Brian Dittmar

THAT the public works and properties committee recommends Council to direct staff to 
apply for the Scotts Canada Gro Grant for a retaining wall butterfly garden to enhance and 
beautify the Harbour Centre landscape.

Carried

f) HVAC re: Council Chambers

The committee was advised that the HVAC for Council Chambers broke again. This is a  
repeat item that all are aware needs to be replaced. Roger went ahead and ordered the 
need part, but Stasia has asked if we should keep fixing a unit that we all know needs to 
be replaced. Michael advised that there is money for replacing the unit. Discussion 
ensued. Committee agree to replace the unit along with the duct work at the base that 
also need replacing.

Moved by Brian Dittmar Seconded by Leeanne 
Woestenenk

THAT we approve ordering a replacement furnace for Municipal Council Chambers along 
with rebuilding the required ductwork at the base of the unit.

Carried

7. Other

8. Adjournment



a)

Moved by Brian Dittmar

THAT we adjourn at 8:47 p.m.

Carried

Respectfully Submitted by:


