
 

 

Message from Mayor Osborne 

 

Update on COVID-19, Response March 30, 2020 

 

Council hosted a Special Meeting on Monday, March 26 to discuss the Town’s ongoing response to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

Council supported the following: 

 An Emergency Delegation of Authority By-law to provide authority to the Chief 

Administrative Officer, Treasurer or Clerk or their designate to take action, where necessary, on certain 

acts during the provincially declared emergency. This emergency delegation of authority would apply 

while the declared emergency remains in place and Council cannot reasonably be convened for those 

matters during the pandemic.  

 Changes to the procedural by-law to allow for electronic participation in Council meetings during declared 

emergencies. Going forward, Council members will be able to attend via electronic means, through a 

virtual meeting or teleconferencing. This new ability will reduce in-person meetings but will still ensure 

transparency by providing the public with electronic access to Council’s meetings during the pandemic 

emergency. If you wish to be included in these meetings please contact the Town Clerk by email 

scarr@gorebay.ca  

Staff and Council continue to deal with the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. While some of the changes may 

seem extreme, we can assure you they are in the best interests of our community and ensure the continued health and 

safety of our citizens and staff. 

We are in regular contact with the other municipal leaders and Medical Officials on Manitoulin Pandemic planning 

for what may come. We are collectively as Municipalities trying to get the message out to any of our summer 

residents to stay home as to not put any undue strain on our Hospitals, Medical facilities and grocery stores. This 

may seem strange for a Tourist driven economy but it is in the best interest of our residents. 

This situation is new to all of us, there are no books to tell us what the best decision is but collectively the decisions 

we make are in our minds the best ones for our communities. 

 I urge residents to follow the stay-at-home recommendations of public health officials. It is everyone’s 

responsibility to do what they can to limit the spread of the virus, Wash your hands, maintain appropriate distance 

from each other, but remain calm and remember we are in this together. 

For guidance on what individuals can do to reduce their risk of contracting the virus, or what to do if they display 

symptoms, please visit the Ontario Ministry of Health’s COVID-19 resource page.  

 

 

Mayor Dan Osborne 
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