
Minutes of the Public Works & Properties Committee Meeting 
 

Held on Monday, February 25, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Present: Kevin Woestenenk, Chairperson 
  Dan Osborne, Mayor 
  Patricia Bailey, Councillor 
  Brian Dittmar, Citizen Representative 
  Roger Chenard, Public Works Manager 
  Annette Clarke, CAO/Clerk-Treasurer 
  Stasia Carr, Deputy Clerk 
 
Absent: Ken Blodgett, Councillor 
 
1. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest 
 
None declared. 
 
 
2. Deputation 
 
i) Bob Prior re: release of easement 
 
Bob – This is the second time asking for a request to release easement across a portion of his 
property. He wanted to approach the committee again with a presentation. Bob provided diagrams 
of his property and area. His property was originally part of the Strain farm. The farm was severed 
into 4 lots for development in 1973. There was a condition with town for his lot to allow a 20 ft 
easement. The Doc Strain Subdivision land was sold approximately in 1983 and was developed into 
nine lots.  Bob drew attention to the water line in the diagram. The assumption is the town planned 
for future development. Bob questioned why the water line was placed that way?  
The easement on his property is deadended. The town would need 2 easements over two other 
properties, Elgie’s property and vacant land properties. There is a flat rock issue with placing the line 
that way. It is a drainage ditch as well. Line would have to go through the rock which would be a 
major expense. The agreement states it is for a water line only. It is not intended for sewer as the 
last committee had stated. Bob explained the last committee turned his request down for future 
consideration. He is not sure what they meant by that as the lots are serviced. He is not sure what 
the advantage would be. The land also must be restored to its original condition. Trees would also 
need to be removed. He would not want to lose the trees in that location. The easement on his 
property is only 20 ft.  
Committee discussion ensued. 

 
Moved by Dan  Osborne     Seconded Patricia Bailey 
 

THAT the easement on Bob Prior’s property be removed. 
 

FURTHER all costs associated with the land transfer be paid by Bob Prior. 
 

Carried 



 
3. Adoption of the January 28, 2019 Minutes  
 
Moved by Dan Osborne     Seconded by Kevin Woestenenk 
 

THAT the minutes of the January 28, 2019 meeting be adopted as presented. 
 
        Carried 

 
4. Business Arising out of the Minutes  
 
i) Recreation Park 
 

a) Fitness Centre Update – Annette and Stasia spoke with Rosa Barone of JL Richards.  They 
are in receipt of the Geotechnical Report from Pinchin and there are no issues with the 
site.  She asked us to identify the water/sewer, hydro and phone entry points.   She also 
wants confirmation with respect to the interior layout of the building and parking lot 
location.  She will work on a new cost estimate based on the existing plan as well as an 
alternate plan with a larger foot print.  Annette has also contacted the funder to get 
approval of the drawings.  The plan is to have everything ready for spring construction.   
Fitness committee will be working on the floor plan and give input for the use of the 
space. The layout can be changed to reflect a mirror image. Discussion ensued. 
Committee agreed to come off Agnes Street for the entrance and services are to be 
located off Hall Street. Roger is to confirm locations.  
 

b) Tennis Courts – no further updates. 
c) Security – no further updates. 

 
ii) Public Works Manager Monthly Activity Report – Committee reviewed. 

The new truck is to arrive during the middle of next week. 
Snow removal at this point is number one priority. 
 

Moved by Brian Dittmar    Seconded by Patricia Bailey 
 
THAT the Public Works Manager Monthly Activity Report for January 15 to February 15, 2019 be 
accepted as presented. 
 
      Carried 
 

iii) Marina Expansion Project Update – Dan & Annette had a conference call meeting with 
representatives of Exp.  Minutes from that meeting were circulated to committee members 
for review.  A site visit was conducted on February 20th.  No reports from that yet.  Exp will 
conduct a site survey of the property.  Exp will provide a preliminary cost estimate for the 
proposed works within four weeks time.  Annette will use this information to apply for 
funding.   Dan asked Exp investigate the possibility of ensuring new docks could 
accommodate cruise ships.  Annette made a call to the Great Lakes Cruise Lines and spoke 
to a representative who seemed interested in pursuing the idea of coming to Gore Bay in 
the future.  He indicated that the cruise ship industry is growing very quickly, and he feels 



there may be an opportunity in the future if Gore Bay can provide the docking facilities.  He 
indicated that we would need a dock 300 feet long.  He suggested we contact the Little 
Current rep for more information. He is interested in talking again.  Dan feels a 300-foot-
long dock would not be required.  Annette will speak to the engineers again to see if they 
can find out more information on standards for same.  Exp also advise that the pedestals 
currently in use at the marina are no longer available.  Annette and Dan directed Exp to 
provide options for similar pedestals.  Town will choose from those options. 
 

iv) Water Hook up Request re: Campbell’s Drive In - Annette contacted Ontario Clean Water 
Agency Representative and was advised as long as we consider it a water service line, we 
will not be required to make an application to Ontario Ministry of Environment for a change 
to the waterworks system.  Given the fact it is a line to provide service to only one building it 
can be considered a service line.  Annette advised that the town needs to be concerned with 
how this business will affect water pressure for the other residents on this line.  We have 
already allowed for other additions with the same concerns.  An MTO permit will still need 
to be required. The permit needs to be done through the town. Discussion ensued. Annette 
will call MTO to follow up. Explain the costs to Campbells, encourage to dig another well. 
Table till next meeting. 

 
 
v) 2019 Budget Items –  

a) Arena – Dave Hillyard would like a council inspection of the building to go over his list of 
short- and long-term capital budget needs/wants.  Discussion ensued. Committee want 
to look at the Zamboni ramp and the concrete between the supports. Annette will 
contact McCann concrete for an informal walk through.  

b) Roads – Annette asked if Committee has any specific requests for roadwork to be done 
and to consider small and big projects. Annette will budget for standard $11,000 for 
crack sealing and $5000.00 for line painting.  Annette provided road condition ratings to 
committee and explained the rating system. From the list, everything that needed 
immediate attention has been addressed. Discussion ensued. Laird Street for pipes and 
Huron Street needs a new pavement lift. The intersection of Borron St. and Meredith St. 
waterlines need to be done as well. New St. and Main St. to corner of Armstrong Road 
are bad as well. For Water services the Main street area needs to be addressed. Curbs 
only in downtown and consider services in front of IDA.  The manhole by the post office 
is sunk. Storm drain /curb stop by post office needs attention as well. Need to be 
realistic about what can be accomplished in the year to put into the budget.  

 
 

5. Correspondence 
 
i) Bob Prior re: Safety Concern - He has brought forward a safety concern of an obstruction of 

view at corner of Hall and Powell Street caused by a tree and a very narrow and sharp curve 
in the road.  Roger Chenard has assessed the situation and will assess it in the spring. 

ii) Keith Jewell re:  Freezing Drains – Keith has submitted a letter regarding a problem with his 
floor drain freezing which he attributes to the reconstruction work done on Phipps Street.  
He said, in 18 years, he has never experienced this problem until after the work on Phipps 
Street. Roger Chenard has done an inspection and advised Keith that nothing can be done 
until he reviews the building drawings and looks at it in the spring.  Roger is to call a 



plumber to price out the requested work from Keith with a line inside the building from the 
back drain in his building. 

 
 

6. New Business 
 

 
7. Other 
 
i) Annette advised that there was a flood at the Cultural Centre at 8 Dawson Street.  There is 

considerable damage to the oak flooring and wall/insulation damage as well.  A pipe in the 
bathroom wall froze and burst.  Inspection revealed that possible ongoing damming of the 
roof has caused slow leaking in between the walls for a long period of time which caused 
the insulation to become wet and not provide the insulating factor to prevent the pipe from 
freezing.  An insurance adjuster was on site on Thursday.  First General was also on site and 
started the process of clean up and drying of the area.  Insurance adjuster advised today 
that we will hear something in a few days with respect to whether they will cover 
replacement of the floor.  The Town will be responsible for the plumbing/wall repairs in the 
bathroom.  We will also be responsible for the correction of the damming problem on the 
roof.   

ii) Annette advised that there was a snow plow incident.  We knocked a mirror off an illegally 
parked school bus.  Bus will be responsible for repairs under their own insurance.  No claim 
will be made on our insurance. 

 
 

8. Adjournment 
 
Moved by Patricia Bailey 
 
THAT we adjourn at 8:54 p.m. 
 
        Carried 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
______________________ 
Annette Clarke, CAO/Clerk-Treasurer 
 
   


