
Minutes of the Public Works & Properties Committee Meeting 
 

Held on Monday, January 28, 2019 at 7:22 p.m. 
 
 
Present:  
 
Kevin Woestenenk, Councillor, Chairperson 
Dan Osborne, Mayor 
Ken Blodgett, Councillor 
Aaron Wright, Councillor (arrived shortly after 8 pm) 
Roger Chenard, Public Works Manager 
Annette Clarke, CAO/Clerk-Treasurer 
 
Absent:  Brian Dittmar, Citizen Representative 
 
Meeting started late to wait for members to arrive to have a quorum. 
 
Moved by Dan Osborne    Seconded by Ken Blodgett 
 
THAT the following be added to the agenda: 

 
i) Item 5 viii) Arena Divider Boards 
 

Carried 
 
1. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest  
 
None declared. 
 
 
2.  Adoption of the November 26, 2018 Minutes 
 
Moved by Dan Osborne    Seconded by Ken Blodgett 
 
THAT the minutes of the November 26, 2018 meeting be adopted as presented. 
 
       Carried 
 
 
3. Business Arising out of the Minutes 
 
i) New Street Update – Annette advised there was nothing new to report.  Construction has 

ceased until spring when JI Enterprises will return to complete the project.   
ii) Recreation Park 

a) Fitness Centre Update – Annette advised that Council has changed the location of the 
new Fitness Centre back to 1 Agnes Street. Annette has authorized Pinchin to complete 
the Geotechnical Soil Condition Report and send it to JL Richards.  It should be ready by 



the end of this week.  Upon receipt, JL Richards can proceed with the final design and 
drawings necessary for tendering.  Need to sort out water, sewer, hydro and phone 
hook ups.  Annette will coordinate this to ensure it is completed in time.  As a result of 
moving the Fitness Centre, public washrooms will still be required at the Water Street 
Recreation Park location.  Annette has asked JL Richards to provide her with costing to 
design and tender this project as well.  Nothing has been received yet. 

b) Tennis Courts – Spencer of Court Surface Specialists has provided a further update on 
the tennis courts.  He had indicated they have slotted us in for May 13th and that we are 
a priority.  Wait for further updates with respect to Pioneer’s commitment to conduct 
their work. 

c) Parking lot – completed, no further updates.   
d) Security – Lighting and cameras will have to be installed in the spring.  Roger is supposed 

to get this information for budgeting purposes. 
 
iii) Snow Plowing 540B Update – Annette advised that Emcon agreed to provide snow 

plowing/sanding/salting services on a nightshift (4 p.m. to 4 a.m.) and weekend basis. Cost is 
$175.00 per hour for the truck; $25.00 per tonne for sand; and $130.00 per tonne for salt.  
Salt has increased in price due to a salt shortage. 

iv) Public Works Manager Monthly Activity Report – Roger submitted his report.  Committee 
reviewed.   

 
Moved by Dan Osborne    Seconded by Ken Blodgett 
 
THAT the Public Works Manager Monthly Activity Report be accepted as presented. 
 
       Carried 

 
v) Marina Expansion Project – Minutes of the first and only meeting thus far were circulated.  

Exp is up and running on the project.  Annette has been coordinating with them to assist 
with contacts at MNR and Fisheries and Oceans.  We are hoping that some of the previous 
studies will be sufficient to move forward with the project without redoing the studies.  Exp 
will report back at the next meeting which is not yet scheduled. 

 
4. Correspondence – none 
 
5. New Business 

 
i) Water Rates 

a) Harbour Centre Water Rates – Annette advised that some of the tenants have 
questioned the water rate established for the Harbour Centre.  The rate is $1231.00 split 
1/3, 2/3, Town vs Harbour Centre tenants.  The town picks up 1/3 based on the fact we 
have the public washrooms during the summer months only.  Annette advised that a 
Water and Wastewater Rate Study is being completed and it would be premature to 
adjust any rates at this time.  Annette feels this is a fair rate.  Committee agreed. 

 
 
 



b) Stu Burns – Stu has made a request for a reduction in his water/sewer rate for the 
laundromat.  He has asked if he removes the laundry sink which non residents utilize to 
take water, would the town consider reducing his rate.  Annette advised that the rate 
established is fair in comparison to the rates set for other businesses.  She referred to 
the rate by-law.  As well, many years ago, a meter was placed on the laundromat and it 
was shown that the rate of the time was fair for the amount of water being used.  With 
out the aid of metered rates, the comparison was done by examining the overall 
amount of water being taken by the town vs the associated cost to operate it.  
Committee discussed and felt the rate was fair and difficult to change without the 
benefit of a metered system.   The Town is currently waiting for the results of a Water 
and Wastewater rate study and it is premature to reduce any rates at this time.  Dan 
suggested that we give him a reduction in water for the months they are out of service 
due to the fire damage.  Committee agreed. 

 
Moved by Dan Osborne   Seconded by Ken Blodgett 
 
THAT we recommend to Council that the Gore Bay Econowash water/sewer rate be 
reduced/prorated for the period of time the laundromat is closed due to fire damage. 
 
      Carried 

 
ii) This item was moved to closed session. 
iii) Phipps Street Update:  Annette advised that the final invoices for the removal of the 

contaminated soil finally came in December and she was able to reconcile the project and 
submit for funding payment.  Due to the fact we came under budget, she made the decision 
to order the auto cad drawings at $4500.00 which was funded at 90%.  In conversations with 
Jake at the Planning Board he felt this would be extremely helpful in mapping out the 
project in the GIS mapping.  With all costs in, the project still came in $4162.94 under 
budget. 

iv) Water Hook Up Request re: Campbell’s Drive In – Campbells’ have advised that they cannot 
ascertain permission to install the waterline across private property.  She is now asking the 
Town to take it down the highway allowance to the restaurant.  Roger proceeded to 
investigate and speak with MTO.  MTO is asking for further information and have advised 
there is an encroachment permit fee of $1560.00.  Annette advised that the municipality 
needs to understand that this may require an application for new works to the MOEE as 
well.  There are also fees associated with this and may require additional studies.  There is a 
fair bit of work involved.  Discussion ensued.  Town would have to retain ownership and 
maintenance of the line.  Annette will conduct further investigation into required permits, 
studies, etc. and report back to the Committee for further consideration.   

v) DWQMS Operational Plan Updates – This is information only.  Annette and Dan have signed 
off on it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



vi) Blocked Sewer Drain – Annette advised that Kim Chatwell is requesting the town cover 
plumbing charges incurred as a result of a blocked sewer line.  Roger explained that the 
water main broke some time before and punctured the sewer line which was then fixed it at 
that time.  In the mean time Kim did some work on the sewage.  Then the sewer line 
became blocked and was backing up into his home.  He was told to get a plumber in to see 
where the problem was.  Roger feels there was residue in the line from Kim’s work.  Roger 
found the debris in our sewer line. However, Committee feels there is no way of proving it 
wasn’t as a result of the repair we did.  Committee agrees to pay the bills at a cost of 
$1751.50.   

 
Moved by Ken Blodgett   Seconded by Aaron Wright 
 
THAT the Town of Gore Bay pay for the plumbing bills associated with the blocked sewer 
line at Kim Chatwells in the amount of $1751.50. 
 
      Carried 
 
 

vii) 2019 Budget Items – Annette circulated some budget working papers from Public Works and 
Arena for initial review.  She also asked for input from the committee for 2019 budgeting.  
Discussion ensued.  Concerns raised over the mounting maintenance and capital costs of the 
arena.  Kevin feels we should be approaching neighbouring municipalities to make annual 
donations to the arena similar to Gordon/Barrie Island.  Kevin agreed to speak with 
representatives of Billings and Burpee/Mills.  As well, it was agreed that we should be 
approaching Minor Hockey and Friends of the Arena for donations.  Also discussed the 
future costs of the replacement of the fuel tanks at the marina.  This will also be a large 
capital cost.  Kevin thought there might be a possibility of having the fuel lines from the 
pump to the tank above ground which may eliminate the need for pressure testing.  Annette 
said she would look into this and the cost of new tanks. 

 
viii) Arena Boards – Annette advised that the Minor Hockey Association has received funding to 

purchase divider boards for the arena ice surface.  They would like the town to guarantee a 
storage location for same.  Minor Hockey Association retains ownership and maintenance of 
the boards and would take care of installation and removal when required.  Dave has 
advised that he has found a suitable location but a ramp would need to be constructed.  He 
thinks this could be done for approximately $150.00.  Minor Hockey should be able to pick 
up this cost as well.  Discussion ensued.  Committee agreed to store the boards provided 
Minor Hockey takes full responsibility for all costs, installation and removal of the boards. 

 
Moved by Ken Blodgett    Seconded by Aaron Wright 
 
THAT the Minor Hockey Association be advised that the Town of Gore Bay agrees to provide a 
suitable location for the storage of the new divider boards for the arena ice surface subject to 
Minor Hockey retaining ownership and responsibility of the boards, covering the costs 
associated with building a ramp necessary to move the storage racks from the storage 
location to the ice surface and all future maintenance of the boards be the responsibility of 
Minor Hockey Association. 
 



      Carried 
 
6. Closed Session 
 
Moved by Dan Osborne    Seconded by Ken Blodgett 
 
THAT we enter a closed session at 9:15 p.m. 
 
       Carried 
 
Moved by Aaron Wright    Seconded by Ken Blodgett 
 
THAT we come out of closed session at 9:37 p.m. 
 
       Carried 
 
 
  
7. Other 
 
 
8. Adjournment 
 
Moved by Ken Blodgett 
 
That we adjourn at 9:38 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 
       Carried 
 

 
   
       Meeting adjourned. 
 
       Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Annette Clarke, CAO/Clerk-Treasurer 
 


