
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Public Works & Properties Committee 
 

Held Monday, October 22, 2012 @ 7:30 p.m  
 
 

Present: Chair:  Betsy Clark 
  Members: Harry Vanderweerden 
    Ken Blodgett 
    
   
  Others:  Pam Bond, Treasurer 
    Ron Lane, Mayor 
     
     

1. Declaration of Pecuniary Interest. 
 

- None declared. 
 

 
2. Adoption of Minutes 

 
Moved by Ken Blodgett       Seconded by Harry Vanderweerden 
 
THAT the minutes of the September 24, 2012 meeting be adopted as 
presented. 
 

 Carried. 
 

3. Community Hall Update 
 

Prior to the meeting Pam advised the committee that the contractor was on site 
this morning.  The ramp has been removed and they are starting to remove the 
interlocking stone walkway.  They have also advised that they are using local 
trades for excavating, electrical, and flooring. 
 
Pam also advised that the Insurance Company was strongly suggesting that we not 
redirect traffic through Betty’s property due to the liability. 
 
The committee advised Pam to put up the signs redirecting the traffic and that the 
Public Works Staff be advised to clear this area of snow and ensure it is well 
sanded. 



 
4. Business Arising Out of Minutes 

  
     i)     Request from WireIE to Install Tower at Medical Centre 

-  Still waiting for response. 
 

     ii)    Water Street Lots 
-  Waiting for quotes to complete Phase 2, prior to deciding next steps. 

         
           iii)   Municipal Infrastructure Investment Initiative Funding for Asset      
                 Management 

-  Application has been submitted. 
 

iv) Sale of Water at Fire hall 
- Water machine has been installed 
- Request for larger valve installed to access larger quantities needs 

approval from the Fire Board. 
 
The committee has asked staff to contact the fire board to see if signage 
can be installed so that the public is aware of service.  Once this is done 
Town will give notice to residents. 

      
v) Marina Breakwall 

-    Shoreplan provided answers to the committee’s questions in regards to     
      actual costs and water circulation. 
- Pam will try to arrange a conference call with the Engineer to finalize  

the design and advise them to proceed to final stages. 
 

vi) Tree Removal 
- Pam advised that Cranston Tree Service has removed all three trees for  

$650.00. 
vii)  Vacant Lot Water Street 

 
Moved by Harry Vanderweerden  Seconded by Ken Blodgett 
 
THAT Pam contact Keatleys to locate the remaining two corner bars on the 
property described as Southside Main Street Part Lot 10. 
 

Carried. 
 

   Once all corners are identified and have full lot dimensions, need to  
  contact Building Inspector to determine if the lot is large enough to  
  construct a residential home and determine zoning designation. 
 
  The committee will review the above information and determine the next 
  steps at the next meeting. 



 
 

viii) Furnace Oil Tenders 
- Purchase order issued 
 

ix) Truck Box 
- Pam advised that we were able to purchase a new box for $12,831.00 

delivered to Gore Bay and the Public Works Staff will install it. 
 

x) 2013 Budget Items 
- Staff is working on costing. 
 

xi) Harold Noble Memorial Park 
 
Moved by Harry Vanderweerden  Seconded by Ken Blodgett 
 
WHEREAS the Western Manitoulin Lions Club have advised that they are willing 
to continue to cut the grass, do the road maintenance and fencing, however they 
are not able to provide a Port a Potty on site; 
 
AND WHEREAS this site is used by a lot of tourists, and has a magnificent view 
of our town; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT we include the rental of a Port a Potty 
for this site in our 2013 budget. 
 

Carried. 
 
 

4.   New Business 
 
 i)  Off Season Dockage Rates 
  -     The committee had discussion regarding collection of off season  
         dockage. 

- A Policy can be drafted outlining: 
1) When hydro is shut off for season 
2) Signs posted with office hours for gas 
3) Signs posted stating showers for paid users only 
4) Notice if staying in off season to come to the Town 

Office on Water Street to pay. 
 

- There is a need to monitor once Policy is in place. 
 

 
 

   



 
 

ii)   Request From Valumart – Second Handicap Parking Spot 
 

 
             Moved by Harry Vanderweerden  Seconded by Ken Blodgett 

   
                        WHEREAS was have received a request from Dean’s Valumart to  
  designate a second handicap parking spot in front of the Valumart  
  store; 
 
  THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Public Works paint one more  
  Handicap parking spot in front of the grocery store and that a handicap  
  sign be ordered and installed; 
 
  AND FURTHER we move the planter box located adjacent to the current  
  handicap spot so it doesn’t interfere with access to vehicles.  
                            

Carried. 
 

iii) Parking By-Laws 
 

- There is a need to review current parking areas, designate more  
handicap spots such as at the Post Office and at the Bank, and make 
sure they are identifiable. 

- Review enforcement so these areas are monitored, 
-     Pam advised committee that Terri Lyn Leighton has started and this is  
      one of her priorities to review existing bylaws and develop new  
      policies and bylaws.                      

 
iv)  Drainage Office Basement 
 

Pam advised that the basement is leaking in these recent rains.  The 
Committee suggests getting Rob Dearing to come and see what would be a 
workable solution and the associated costs. 
 

             v)   Tree Trimming and Maintenance 
 
  We have received several concerns regarding the state of the trees on  
  Meredith Street.  They have grown so large that they are interfering with  
  visibility for store fronts. 
 
  A quote was received from Orangutan Tree and Yard Service to trim the  
  trees. 
 
  They are suggesting trimming and crowning the trees after the leaves have  



  dropped and before the sap runs. 
 
  The initial trimming would be $2000.00 then $400.00 in maintenance each 
  following year. 
 
  The committee would like to include this $2000.00 in the 2013 Budget. 
 
 vi) Sewage Lift Station Surge Protection 
 
  
                        Moved by Ken Blodgett  Seconded by Harry Vanderweerden 
 
                        WHEREAS we have had several repair issues with equipment at the  
  sewage lift station due to recent power surges; 
 
                        AND WHEREAS OCWA is suggesting installing a voltage and phase 

monitoring system at this location which will ensure the pumps stop 
running if one of the three phases of power is lost for a cost of $2000.00. 

 
                        THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the committee authorize this  
  purchase. 
  

                 Carried. 
 
 vii) Buoys Lease 
   
  Moved by Ken Blodgett  Seconded by Harry Vanderweerden 
 
  WHEREAS Susan Garlock has contacted the committee in regards to  
  renewing their lease for the operation of Buoys Eatery at the Lapidary  
  Building; 
 
  AND WHEREAS the current lease expires March 31, 2014; 
 
  THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT a letter be sent to Susan  
  Garlock and Richard Anger advising that the Town of Gore Bay would 
  be prepared to re-negotiate their lease upon termination of current lease; 
 
  AND FURTHER the Town does not have any objections to proceeding  
  with renovations requested.  
                          

                           
Carried. 

 
 
 



 
7. Correspondence 

 
i) Request from O.P.P Snow Removal 

 
Moved by Harry Vanderweerden  Seconded by Ken Blodgett 
 
WHEREAS a request was received from the Manitoulin O.P.P. 
detachment for the Town of Gore Bay to provide snow removal services 
at the local O.P.P. Detachment; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Town of Gore Bay does not offer or provide snow 
removal services outside of Gore Bay; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Manitoulin O.P.P. 
Detachment be advised that we can not provide this service; 
 

        Carried. 
 

 
 
ii) Margo Little – Request for Town Water 
 

Moved by Ken Blodgett  Seconded by Harry Vanderweerden 
 

  WHEREAS Margo Little has inquired regarding the necessary steps to  
  connect into the town’s waterline; 
 
  THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Margo be advised that the  
  Town of Gore Bay has no plans to extend the waterline, however if she or  
  a group of private individuals are prepared to cover all of the costs of  
  installing the line to meet Ministry guidelines the Town would be prepared 
  to consider her request; 
 
  FURTHER THAT she be advised that there would be the Capital cost per 
  household of $2691.32 and an annual user fee. 
 
                   Carried. 

 
 
Moved by Harry Vanderweerden 

 
That we adjourn at 9:30 pm. 

 
 Respectfully Submitted by,  
 Pam Bond, Treasurer 



 


