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Minutes of the Public Works Committee Meeting 
 

Held on Wednesday, November 7, 2012 at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

Present:  Betsy Clark, Chairperson 
    Harry Vanderweerden, Councillor 
               Ken Blodgett, Citizen member 
               Ron Lane, Mayor 
               Pat Hudson, Public Works Foreman 
               Pam Bond, Treasurer 
               Annette Clarke, CAO/Clerk 
 
 

1. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest 
 

None declared. 
 

2. Business Arising out of the Minutes 
 

i) Water Street lots – Environmental Assessment 
a) Phase II quotation 
 
Committee reviewed the two proposals from Schmidt Environmental and exp 
Services Inc. for the completion of a Phase II Environmental Assessment on 
the Water Street lots next to the water treatment plant.   
 
exp quote:  $33,750.00 
Schmidt quote: $35,885.00 
 
Costs associated with the Record of Site Condition are not included in the 
above quotes 
 
Upon examination of the quotations it appeared that exp is taking a different 
approach to the field program involving excavation of 10 to 15 test pits and 
drilling six boreholes for monitoring wells.   Ownership, maintenance and 
decommissioning of the wells will be the Town’s responsibility.  10 to 15 
worst case soil samples will be submitted for lab analysis.  Six groundwater 
samples will also be submitted for lab analysis. 
 
Schmidt Environmental is proposing initial stage sampling which would 
require the use of Town equipment and labour.  He is suggesting 42 test pits 
and extensive soil sampling lab analysis.  He indicates this approach would 
result in a better characterization of the site with less sampling but takes more 
time. 
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The committee was satisfied with the information provided in the exp 
quotation. 
 
Moved by Ken Blodgett   Seconded by Ron Lane 
 
THAT the Public Works and Properties Committee recommends to Council 
that exp Services Inc. be hired to complete the Phase II Environmental 
Assessment as per their proposal of $33,750.00 plus applicable taxes. 
 
      Carried 
 

3. New Business 
 

i) Public Works  
a) Winter Public Works Crew 
b) Winter Equipment Needs 

 
Annette advised that Dbi Contractors had informed the Town on October 31, 
2012 via email that they will not be plowing/salting that portion of Hwy 540B 
belonging to the Town of Gore Bay.  Annette contacted upper management to 
discuss further and try to convince them to continue with the contract.  However, 
Dbi made it clear that they were not interested in continuing because it was not 
worth placing a second truck in the area to do that portion of the highway.  The 
result is that the Town will have to take over plowing and salting of the highway.  
In order to do this the Town will require a ¾ ton 4X4 truck and a salt/sand 
spreader to be able to salt that section of the highway.  Annette explained that the 
Town was already planning to place $20,000.00 in the 2013 budget for the 
purpose of purchasing a new ½ ton.  Staff have ascertained pricing for both new 
and used vehicles and spreaders.  A good used vehicle and new spreader can be 
purchased within a $25,000.00 limit. 
 
Annette and Pat also explained that this will impact the labour component for the 
purpose of maintaining that section of hwy in the winter.  The highway is a class 
3 and has been maintained at a higher level than the other Town streets.  The town 
currently exceeds the minimum maintenance standards.   The town could consider 
a reduction in services and still meet the standards but it wouldn’t be a popular 
decision.  It was noted that the highway consists of mainly hills and it is important 
to keep this as safe as possible, particularly for ambulance, fire, police and school 
buses.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding possible options.  Hiring another permanent fulltime 
public works staff member was supposed to be discussed for the 2013 budget.  
We currently have an additional person working  eight months of the year.  It 
would cost an additional $10,000.00 to cover the remaining four months.  Hiring a 
person during the winter months would allow for another person to be trained on 
the snowplow.   The possibility of that person spending two days a week at the 
arena was also discussed.  Given the amount of work to be done and the 
importance of maintaining the proper level of service for the highway, the 
committee felt another full time person should be hired. 
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Moved by Harry Vanderweerden  Seconded by Ken Blodgett 
 
THAT the Public Works & Properties Committee recommend to Council that 
Darren Nodecker be hired as a permanent full time employee in the Gore Bay 
Public Works Department. 
 
      Carried 
 
Moved by Ken Blodgett   Seconded by Harry Vanderweerden 
 
THAT the Public Works & Properties Committee recommend to Council that 
the Town purchase a used ¾ ton truck and a salt/sand spreader for the purpose 
of salting the highway and replacing the current ½ ton truck in the public 
works department; 
 
FURTHER that the cost of the truck and spreader not exceed $25,000.00. 
 
      Carried 
 
 

ii) Arena  
a) Madore Sports and Electronics 

 
Annette was asked by Leo if Madore Sports and Electronics could place 
hockey related items for sale in the office at the arena.  Annette contacted Art 
Madore and he indicated that he had been approached by Friends of the Arena 
to do this and donate back a portion of the proceeds to the Friends at the end 
of the season.  He indicated that he was not interested in placing his skate 
sharpening machine there because the room was too small.  He also noted that 
if Council was uncomfortable with it, he would understand if they didn’t want 
him doing that.   
 
Concerns were raised with the fact there are other businesses in town that sell 
similar items ie. Hockey tape, pucks, etc.  As well, it would mean town staff 
would be responsible for selling the items, sorting the money, ensuring 
security, etc.  Committee felt it would not be a wise decision, therefore the 
request was denied. 
 

 
iii) Marina 

 
a) Low Water Levels – survey 

Ken was asked to complete the survey on our behalf.  As well, Council 
will be asked to write a letter of concern regarding the low water levels of 
the great lakes. 
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b) Canada Customs 
 

The North Channel Marine Tourism Council is asking marinas to support their 
opposition to the proposed changes in storage/repair permits (E99) for US 
customers.  Apparently this would mean that US boaters would have to pay all 
taxes on their vessel or leave the country unless they were eligible for an E99 
meaning the boat could not be returned to the US under its own power.  
Marinas are concerned that this will have a major effect on business. US 
boaters will not be willing to comply and will return to the US and not return 
to Canada.  This item will be placed on the Council agenda. 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Other 
 

a) Community Hall Renovation 
 

Annette advised that the contractor asked us to choose a colour for the wood 
engineered siding on the elevator building.  It was the committee’s feeling that a 
price was supposed to be given for engineered stone vs. siding and that a decision 
had never been made to go with siding. 
 

b) Date of Next Meeting 
 

Moved next Public Works & Properties Committee meeting to November 22nd at 
7 p.m. 
 
 

5. Adjournment 
 

Moved by Ken Blodgett 
 
THAT we adjourn at 2:45 p.m. 
 
     Carried 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Annette Clarke, AMCT 
CAO/Clerk 

 
 

 
 


