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By Ron Lane, Mayor Gore Bay
Well it’s quite clear that fall is upon us with the leaves falling and the weather with recent 
high winds and rain being less than desirable.  However as northerners we accept that 
and in fact many I am sure are now thinking ahead to the annual Manitoulin deer hunt 
which will take place in a couple of weeks.

I had the pleasure of attending the Northern Ontario Art Association Juried Exhibition 
which took place on Sept.17 at our community hall.  This brought together artists from 
all over northern Ontario and the quality of the work and the talent on display was truly 
amazing.  Many of the people attending stayed in town for several days and it is critical 
that we continue to facilitate events such as these as they not only bring culture to our 
town but also a boost to our economy.

Another event I attended was the Rotary Octoberfest dinner.  This is an annual supper 
and auction put on by the Gore Bay Rotary Club each year to raise money for the many 
causes that it supports. The supper and auction were enjoyable however the high point 
of the evening was the presentation made to Norm Morrell of the Rotary Paul Harris 
award.  This award is named after the founder of the Rotary Club (which is a world wide 
organization) and it is awarded to individuals that have gone above and beyond in their 
service to their community.  With his many years as teacher and the volunteer work he 
has done, not only in his own community, but others across Manitoulin I cannot think of 
a better person to have received this award and on behalf of the Town I would like to 
congratulate Norm and thank him for all he has done to make life better for all of us.

The work of volunteers and the benefits they provide to their communities cannot be 
over stated and we are fortunate to have in our town Rotary, Lions, Masons and the 
Legion.  These organizations just like the Town have limited resources and manpower 
and I feel that it is critical that we all find ways to work together to share our ideas and 
resources to ensure that the events that take place are successful.  I will be meeting 
with members of these groups in the near future to discuss how we can assist and work 
with each other to accomplish our common goal which is a better community.

Another item which I am pleased to report on is that approval has finally been given for 
complete funding for the Wharf building project and construction will commence shortly.  
I believe everyone would agree that this building is definitely in need of an overhaul and 
the plan put together by Nicole Weppler and the museum board will result in a 
revitalized and multi-use facility that anchors the north end of our waterfront.

As this year winds down council is looking ahead to 2012 and council committees are 
now working to identify and cost out maintenance and improvements needed for our 
buildings, streets, sidewalks and other town infrastructure and facilities.  Our plan is to 
have a draft budget in place by January which will be presented at a public meeting for 
review and comment and finalized by council at its regular council meeting in February.



In the meantime, if you have any suggestions that you feel council should consider 
please contact the town office.

So for another month, I am pleased to provide you with this update and remember your 
comments and suggestions are valued and appreciated.


