
Mayor's Report - November & December 2011
By Ron Lane, Mayor Gore Bay

Well another deer season has come and gone and Manitoulin is returning to normal.  
The unusually warm late fall so far I am sure has been appreciated by many and it has 
certainly helped our Town budget with respect to heating fuel and snow removal costs.
 
I had the pleasure this year of being invited by the Legion to lay a wreath on behalf of 
the Town at the annual Nov. 11th, Remembrance Day ceremony in Gore Bay.  The 
ceremony was well planned and well attended and I was particularly pleased to see a 
class from the elementary school present to lay a wreath.  We can never forget and 
should always educate every generation regarding the tremendous sacrifice that was 
made by so many Canadians in the two world wars and other conflicts during the past 
century.  Even in a small community like ours there will be some member of most 
families that has participated in some fashion to fight for the freedom that we all so 
easily take for granted.  I am proud that we have a war memorial on our main street 
because it is a tribute to all of those people that gave so much and asked for so little in 
return.
 
Another event that was very well attended was the Old Fashion Christmas Concert 
sponsored by the Town and the Friends of the Community Hall on Dec. 3rd.  When I was 
a child and even when my own children were young, a Christmas concert was an 
annual family event that everyone looked forward to and it really got everyone into the 
Christmas spirit.  Unfortunately there are no local concerts any more so council felt it 
was important to rekindle that spirit and bring back the old style concert to the 
community.  In my view Christmas is about family and about children so it was fitting 
that most of the performers at the concert were children and many families were in 
attendance and took advantage of a visit with Santa at the end of the evening.  Even my 
own little granddaughter of 5 weeks of age had her first ever meeting with the grand old 
fellow.   Also, as part of the evening festivities the official lighting of the community 
Christmas tree took place and the funds raised from the sale of light bulbs by the 
Friends of the Community Hall will go into a special fund for anticipated renovations to 
that historic building.   I would like to thank the performers, the Friends of the Hall, 
Gloria Hall and the Town staff for their efforts in making this event so successful.   We 
look forward to a repeat performance next year.
 
As this year winds down council is looking forward to 2012 and what our priorities will be 
for the new year.  In addition to improvements to the Community Hall we will also begin 
the planning phase for a revitalization of our main street.  We had a discussion about 
this at the last Town Hall public meeting and received many good suggestions.  To 
assist with that planning and to implement the economic development 
recommendations contained in a Business Plan for the town that was prepared a few 
years ago, council will create a new committee called the Joint Business Advisory 
Committee.  This committee will be made up of two members of council and at least five 
representatives from the business community.  Its initial mandate will be to develop a 
common marketing theme which will attract people to the Town, to create a promotional 



plan including a business website that will feature local business products and services 
and as already mentioned to assist with the planning for the main street revitalization.  
Council will be calling a general meeting of all businesses in town early in the new year 
to discuss this committee and to receive nominations for the membership positions on 
the committee.  This is a significant opportunity for our local businesses to have direct 
input into matters directly related to them and I would encourage all to attend.
 
Finally as we approach Christmas and New Years I would like to take this opportunity on 
behalf of myself and my family, council and Town staff to wish all of our citizens a Merry 
Christmas and Happy and Healthy New Year.
 
So for another month, I am pleased to provide you with this update and remember your 
comments and suggestions are valued and appreciated.


