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By Ron Lane, Mayor Gore Bay
 
Summer is clearly upon us as indicated by the warm temperatures recently and the 
increased activity on the main street and at the marina.   
 
Another Canada Day has come and gone and as usual the fire works display over the 
bay on Sunday night was well attended and much appreciated by all.  I would like to 
thank Mike Steele (Fire Chief) and his crew for once again putting on such an excellent 
display.  Fire works are expensive but I believe it is important for all of us to celebrate 
our nation’s birthday and to recognize the freedoms we have in this country which so 
many in other parts of the world can not even imagine exist.  It is also important to point 
out that this year is the 200th anniversary of the War of 1812.    There are many I am 
sure who have never heard of this war but it represented a valiant effort by many 
ordinary men and women of what would become Canada and the British Army to 
prevent an American expansion northward the outcome of which not only settled the 
boundary between the United States and Canada but would also be a stepping stone to 
the creation of Canada as a nation in 1867.  I understand there are events/exhibits 
planned to celebrate this 200th anniversary at the Gore Bay & Western Manitoulin 
museum this summer and anyone wishing more information on that should contact the 
museum or the Town Office.
 
On June 20th, I had the pleasure to attend the senior’s luncheon at the seniors drop in 
centre to celebrate Seniors Month in Ontario.  It was also my pleasure to present the 
Senior of the Year Award to Lilly Third.  Lilly is a well known long time resident of Gore 
Bay and many will remember Lilly and her husband Ed, when they owned and operated 
the Twin Bluffs restaurant for many years.  Lilly has been very active in the community 
and she and her family have been significant supporters of the Gore Bay Fish Hatchery. 
 
It is important that we take the time to recognize the seniors in Gore Bay and all over 
Canada every year since it is the hard work of the generations that have come before 
us that have provided us with the services and institutions that we all enjoy today.  Our 
past makes us what we are today and should inspire us as the current generation to 
strive to make things better for our children and grandchildren just as our parents and 
grandparents did for us.  One of my goals as Mayor is to reach out to our seniors to see 
what we can do as a council to make life better for them.  Whether it be improved or 
more housing, more activities, improved accessibility or home support, it is my hope that 
our seniors will come forward and tell council what we can do to improve their lives.
 
Although council deals with many items of business at its meeting each month, one item 
which I have mentioned previously and which will be on the table for discussion soon is 
the subject of water meters for our municipal water system.  Currently water is billed at 
a flat rate depending on the classification the user falls into.   These rates were 
established a number of years ago based only on an estimate of water usage for each 
type of user.  The Town has received a substantial grant from the Ontario government to 
fund the installation of water meters and a monitoring and billing system.  Most 



municipalities in Ontario have a metering system including two on Manitoulin.  This topic 
has been before previous councils and it is my view that important decisions need to be 
made in a timely fashion based upon the best technical or other information we can 
gather along with public input. There is no advantage to anyone in putting off tough 
decisions until another time.  I know there are various views among our residents about 
this issue and it is the intent of council within the next two months to provide a public 
information session and public meeting before the matter comes to council for a final 
decision.  Please watch the town website and local newspaper for more information 
regarding this.
 
In my last report I mentioned our local service clubs have agreed to partner with the 
Town for a significant community event this year in Gore Bay the weekend of July 20-22 
called Harbour Days.  This event will be kicked off on Friday night at the waterfront by 
the conclusion of the first leg of the MacMan international sailboat race and a beer 
garden with live entertainment sponsored by the Fire Department. The baseball 
tournament will also commence at the ballfield and there will also be a kid’s dance at 
the Legion basement.  On Saturday there will be numerous events throughout the town, 
local business activities and the Lions beer garden and beef lunch and the Rotary fish 
fry supper at the waterfront.  On Saturday evening there will be a fully licensed Legion 
dance at the arena with a live band.  There will be a church service and luncheon on 
Sunday under the tent at the waterfront.  Please see the Town website, posters and the 
local newspaper for a complete listing of all events and times.  All profits from this 
weekend will go directly to the participating service groups and will help fund the good 
work they do both within and beyond our community.  Our goal is to make this an 
affordable family oriented event with something for all ages.
 
So for another month, I am pleased to provide you with this report and remember your 
comments and suggestions are valued and appreciated.


