
Mayor's Report - June 2011
By Ron Lane, Mayor Gore Bay
Well it’s official, summer is here with the temperature topping 30 degrees C. and a lot of 
things going on around the town.

I was pleased to be invited to two events in town this past week.  The first was the Lace  
Camp, which operates in the Legion basement for a week and brings in lace makers 
from all over North America.  This event has been going on for many years and they 
make truly beautiful items.

The second event was the rendezvous of the Great Lakes Cruising Club.  This group of 
boaters have had a long term presence on the Great Lakes and this year was their 7th 
visit to Gore Bay.  Over 60 boats took part from different parts of Ontario and the 
American great lakes states. A five day program of events organized by Rear 
Commodore Sally Zahnow took place at the marina and throughout the town.

It is important that we do our best to make our town a destination for events such as 
these since they provide not only an important boost to our economy but they help 
promote the town by making Gore Bay a topic of discussion when these visitors return 
home and tell their friends and families what a great time they had here.

On June 14 the second public town hall meeting of the year took place to get input from 
citizens on a number of items that council will be working on during its term.  A good 
discussion took place regarding revitalizing the main street and upgrades to the 
boardwalk.  Items raised regarding the main street included the general appearance of 
our business area, the condition of the sidewalks, the need for new garbage cans, 
better signage and parking problems.  With respect to the boardwalk, with the structure 
aging, safety was a prime concern and general maintenance and possible 
improvements were discussed.

Council will be developing a long term capital improvement plan for the town this fall 
and these items as well as needed upgrades to our public buildings and other facilities 
will be included in that plan.

Another important event which took place in mid June was the Senior’s Luncheon to 
celebrate seniors month in Ontario.  It is impossible to place a value on the major 
contribution our older citizens make to our community and I was very pleased to be able 
to present Doug Gordon with the Seniors of the Year award.  Doug was born and raised 
in Gore Bay and after a successful business career returned to Gore Bay with his wife 
to retire.  Doug has been an active Rotarian for many years and has contributed 
significantly to our town.

On another note I would like to welcome two new businesses to our waterfront.  After a 
struggle over the past years trying to find a good use for our Red Roof Pavilion, I am 
pleased to say that a new restaurant called “Café on the Bay” has opened on the upper 
floor and an ice cream parlour and retail outlet has opened on the main floor.  If Gore 



Bay is going to prosper it is key that we continue to welcome and support new 
entrepreneurs.

Two other projects will be moving forward at the waterfront over the next two years.  The 
first is a major renovation to the Wharf Building (known by some as the fish hatchery 
building).  This is being spearheaded by the Museum Board and a proposed start date 
is later this year.

The other major project which is just getting underway is the construction of a breakwall 
at Fish Point to protect our harbour.  In 2005 a master plan for the harbour was drafted 
and it called for significant improvements to our docks, buildings and related marina 
infrastructure.  Also, included was a breakwall to protect the new docks for storm surges 
from the north and northeast. The new docks and improved shore facilities are now in 
place and the next step is the breakwall.

It is important to note that although the Town has invested heavily in the marina over the 
past years, every year we realize a return on our investment as profits from the marina 
are used by the Town for other projects.  Aside for taxes it is really the only source of 
revenue that the Town generates.

Both of these projects will funded by government grants and public-private partnerships 
and as such will not impact the tax rates for the Town.

I hope that you are finding these monthly articles useful and if at any time you would like 
more information on these or other things happening around the town please do not 
hesitate to contact myself, members of council or our Town administration.

So for another month, I am pleased to provide you with this update and remember your 
comments and suggestions are valued and appreciated.


