
Mayor's Report - July & August 2011
By Ron Lane, Mayor Gore Bay
Well the good news is we have had a great summer weather wise but the bad news is 
summer is almost over and fall is approaching.

It has been a busy two months with many community events going on and I hope a 
successful summer for our local businesses.

The main town sponsored event in July was the annual Summerfest weekend.  In an 
effort to appeal to more people Summerfest this year offered a wider variety of music 
and more family orientated events.  Despite this attendance was down over previous 
years and council would be interested in hearing your comments or suggestions.  It is a 
busy time of year around our area and perhaps we should consider another time of year 
or a different format for our community celebration.

I was pleased to be able to attend the official ribbon cutting ceremony for our new fire 
hall and arena upgrades on August 24th.

The fire hall project has been ongoing for just over 2 years and through our partnership 
with the Federal and Provincial governments and the Township of Gordon/Barrie Island 
we now have a new well equipped fire station and a group of trained and dedicated fire 
fighters that we can all be proud of.  My thanks to everyone involved in that project.

With respect to the arena, last year we added a new roof, new boards and glass and 
new dressing rooms.  Part of this work was funded by Federal and Provincial grants but 
the town’s share with respect to the dressing rooms was raised through the hard work 
and dedication of a group of community minded citizens called “Friends of the Arena”.  
Many thanks to that group and to all those persons and businesses that donated their 
time, materials, services and money to that project.   A community arena, especially for 
our youth, is the heart of any small town and it is important that we not only maintain it 
but improve it as much as possible.  I look forward to a continuing partnership between 
council and the Friends of the Arena in this regard.

One of the items that council will be dealing with this fall is the installation of water 
meters for our municipal water system. As reported recently in the paper the Town has 
applied for and received provincial approval for the funding for this project.  The issue of 
water meters has been on the agenda of council for a couple of years and the current 
council feels it is important that we deal with this now and not continue putting off 
making a decision on it.  Water meters would not only allow for fair billing based on 
actual use as opposed to the current flat rate but also would promote water 
conservation by allowing us to accurately track consumption and determine whether 
and where we have leaks that need to be repaired.  Although we have a new state of 
the art water treatment plant our water lines in many cases are old and we lose a lot of 
water to leakage every year.  Every gallon of water we produce costs money and we 
need to control that.  It is fair to say that I have already heard from some users 
regarding whether we should proceed or not with this but now that a grant is available to 



assist with the project we need to seriously move forward with it.  Once we have 
gathered as much information on this as we can council will hold an education session 
and public meeting before making a final decision.

So for another month, I am pleased to provide you with this update and remember your 
comments and suggestions are valued and appreciated.


