
Mayor's Report - February 2011
By Ron Lane, Mayor Gore Bay

I would like to thank everyone who attended the Town Hall meeting on Jan. 20.   A good 
discussion took place regarding our budget process and the financial challenges that we 
face as a town.  Several good suggestions were offered and these will be included in 
our current budget deliberations and our long term planning.  The budget is now being 
discussed at the council committee level and our plan is to have a final budget to 
present to council at our April 11 meeting.   For the 2012 budget we will be starting the 
process earlier and will have a draft budget to present at our January 2012 Town Hall 
Meeting.

Another area of recent activity relates to the Gore Bay Fish Hatchery.  A meeting was 
called by the United Fish & Game Clubs of Manitoulin in Gore Bay on Feb.5, to try and 
gather financial support for the hatchery and as well to explain some issues relating to 
the current Ministry of Natural Resources fish stocking plan for Lake Huron.  There was 
a very good turn out at the meeting and a good show of support for the continued 
operation of the hatchery and as well a genuine concern expressed with respect to the 
proposed fish stocking policy of MNR.  The Club has requested that the Town of Gore 
Bay assist in securing long term funding support for the hatchery and as a result the 
Town will be contacting all the municipalities and First Nations on Manitoulin and the 
Northshore in this regard.  Since 1986 the hatchery, which has been mainly funded by 
private donations and fund raisers, has planted over 2.7 million fish into the waters 
around Manitoulin.  Sport fishing is big business and if we can support and maintain a 
world class fishery on Manitoulin, it will be a major economic boost to many local 
businesses.  The hatchery operates mainly with volunteer labour so if you have a few 
hours or days in the week that you could spare please contact either Jim Sloss or the 
Town office and your name will be added to the volunteer list.  The hatchery currently 
has 96,000 salmon fingerlings and these will be ready to plant by June.  Without 
guaranteed long term financial support it is unlikely that the hatchery can continue to 
operate after that date.

There have been a number of projects at various stages of completion around the town 
and most of these have benefited greatly from time and money donated by individuals 
and businesses.  The Friends of the Playground and Friends of the Arena did great 
work with respect to improvements to those town facilities and the Friends of the 
Community Hall have been fund raising to assist with badly needed renovations to that 
historic building.  Any community but particularly small ones like ours need to pull 
together to accomplish things like this.  The Town can support and facilitate many 
improvements but it cannot do it all.  Everyone must be prepared to pitch in and help.   
President J. F. Kennedy once said “ask not what your country can do for you - ask what 
you can do for your country”.  That statement is just as applicable at the local level.

In summary, we are looking forward to a very busy year and through this report and our 
Town website, which contains general information and the minutes of council and 
committee meetings,  we will keep everyone informed as best as we can.




