
Mayor's Report - Fall 2013
By Ron Lane, Mayor Gore Bay
 
As we approach the final portion of 2013 I am pleased to report that the many activities 
scheduled throughout this past summer were very successful despite some challenges 
by the weather.   The various Service Club events, the Gore Bay Theatre and the  
Harbour Days Festival were all well attended and good reviews have been coming in.  I 
would like to thank the many volunteers that worked hard on these events.  These 
activities not only provide entertainment for our residents but also the many visitors that 
come here every year.  Also, funds raised from these events stay in the community.
 
With respect to happenings around the Town, we were finally able to get delivery of all 
of our new benches, waste receptacles and flower containers for the main street early in 
the summer and we have received many positive comments regarding these. In 
addition, new directional signage to assist our visitors has been installed at key 
locations and a new Town Information Board has been located in front of the 
Community Hall.  There are plans for further upgrades in these areas for next year.  At 
this time I would like to say a special thank you to Leigh Major who did such an 
excellent job planting and maintaining our many flower beds and containers around 
town this summer.
 
In the Public Works area, sidewalk replacement took place earlier this year on   
Meredith St. and a new sidewalk is currently being installed beside the Community Hall 
to provide access from Meredith St. to the Municipal Building and Library.  Also prime 
and surface treatment, asphalt repairs and ditching has been completed in key locations 
around town.  We have applied for government funding for major repairs to Phipps St. 
and are still awaiting an answer on that project.  In addition, Public Works staff have 
also reviewed the locations where certain residences are required to run water in the 
winter and a letter will be going out to those property owners for their information in the 
near future.
 
Although it took the better part of a year, the major restoration and upgrades to the 
Community Hall are now complete. Although the Hall has been in use since spring, final 
touch-ups are now finished and the final elevator inspection is expected to be 
completed in the near future, deeming it operational for the many special Christmas 
events scheduled to take place in the Hall in December.
 
Another  major project for the Town that appears ready to proceed is the construction of 
a breakwall for the harbour.  This project has been planned for several years and was 
given the go ahead by council in 2011.   The design is now complete, government 
approvals have been obtained and tenders processed.  Since our bay is the home to 
many species of fish, there are significant limitations set out by government as to when 
construction work in the water can take place.  Council will make a decision on a 
construction schedule in the near future.   It is possible construction could start late this 
year or early next year. As I mentioned in previous reports, this breakwall is required to 
protect the large investment the Town has made at the marina over the past several 



years.  The revenue received from the Town Marina helps finance other Town expenses 
and as such it must be protected from the elements.
 
Earlier this year Council passed two important by-laws.   The first is a Property 
Standards By-law that will assist council in improving the appearance of the Town.  This 
not only benefits residents but also makes the town more attractive to visitors.  The 
second is a new Parking By-law.  Certain streets in town and particularly the main street 
have hazardous intersections and this bylaw is designed to ensure that there is a good 
field of vision at these intersections.  In addition with many seniors and persons with 
disabilities in the community it is important that we have sufficient handicap parking 
spots to assist them.   Over the past four months our by law enforcement officer has 
been providing public education and in some cases handing out warnings as required 
but day forward these by-laws will be enforced as warranted.  Both by-laws are 
available for viewing on the Town website and copies can be obtained from the Town 
Office.
 
In talking to various people this year about Gore Bay and its future I have heard a wide 
variety of comments ranging from it’s a great place to live and I would not live anywhere 
else to the Town is fading away with businesses closing and people moving to other 
locations.  Gore Bay, since its creation in the 1800’s, has been a service centre for 
Western Manitoulin and a major provincial government centre with the Courthouse, 
Land Registry Office and the  Service Ontario counter located here.  What happens in 
Gore Bay not only affects the residents that live here but everyone who uses the 
services and businesses here.  To think that Gore Bay could stay the same as it was 30 
or 50 years ago is naive.   Nothing stays the same and in fact we live in a world right 
now that is rapidly changing everyday in every aspect. The key to the survival of any 
small town regardless of its location is to recognize and accept these changes and do 
what is necessary to adapt to them.  Only by doing that can Gore Bay continue to thrive 
and be a place that people not only want to live but as well want to shop and obtain 
needed services.  It is a fact of life that businesses will close or change hands or new 
ones will open.   It is a fact of life that our population is aging and that we need to offer 
more services directed to seniors.  It is a fact of life that tourism is big business 
worldwide and we need to tap into that market.  Council can take the lead to help 
facilitate new businesses, improve services to seniors and attract visitors but it cannot 
do it alone.  Local businesses need to be positive about the future of the town and to be 
pro-active and customer service orientated in order to not only keep the business they 
have but to expand that customer base.  Residents of Gore Bay and all the surrounding 
area that it services need to support the Town by using the services and businesses 
here as much as possible and by supporting requests for assistance to maintain crucial 
facilities such as our medical centre.  Only by working together can we ensure that Gore 
Bay has a viable future.
 
I would like to remind everyone that Remembrance Day is approaching and it is on that 
important date that we remember those Canadians that are serving or have served in 
our armed forces over the years and who through their efforts and sacrifice have 
allowed us to have the freedoms that we enjoy today.   Winston Churchill said in 



describing the debt owed to the RAF during the Battle of Britain, “Never in the field of 
human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few”.  The same can truly be said 
of those men and women that gave up so much to protect not only their fellow 
Canadians from tyranny and persecution but also the people of many other countries.  
Please take the time to come to the annual Legion ceremony in Gore Bay on November 
11 at 11:00 a.m.
 
Finally as we approach Christmas there are many events planned for December in 
order to generate Christmas spirit and to bring people together to celebrate the season.  
These events include a special Christmas theatre presentation, an official lighting of the 
Town Christmas tree, an old fashion Christmas concert and the annual Santa Claus 
parade.  Please check the Town website or local newspapers for the dates and times for 
these events.   On behalf of Council, Staff, myself and my family I would like to wish 
everyone a merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year.
 
So once again, I am pleased to provide you with this report and remember your 
comments and suggestions are valued and appreciated.


