
Mayor's Report - April & May 2011
By Ron Lane, Mayor Gore Bay
After a cool and wet spring it is now finally starting to feel like summer and along with 
the weather the activities around town are heating up.  Among many local activities lined 
up for this our best time of year be sure to attend the July 1 Canada Day celebrations, 
the Lionsfest  and the town Summerfest weekend.  Also throughout the summer will be 
our famous Summer Theatre and many other activities in the Gore Bay area.

At our council meeting in April council passed its first budget and the result was just 
under a 2% tax increase which is less than the rate of inflation and hopefully good news 
for everyone.  The budget provided not only substantial funding for much needed 
improvements to streets and sidewalks but also included a reserve (savings) fund for 
the purchase of a new tractor/backhoe.  In addition town employees were given a 
reasonable across the board pay increase and the town office will be provided with a 
badly needed new phone system that will include voice mail.

In addition to its operating budget council also passed its water and sewer budget which 
will see no increase in user rates for this year.

April and early May brought sudden and substantial rainfall to our area with the result 
that some areas of the town were flooded.  I would like to personally thank the residents  
of the town for their patience during this period and as well the town public works staff 
who responded quickly to the many areas that required their attention.  The area near 
the corner of Gore and Park streets suffered significant damage and major repairs are 
planned to the drainage system that services that part of town.

On June 14 council will hold its second Town Hall public meeting of the year.  The topics 
to be discussed will be the revitalization of the main street, renewal of the boardwalk 
and Town support for the fish hatchery.

As we put in place a capital plan for funding for the future needs of the Town we would 
like public input on upgrades we can make to Meredith St.   Our business section needs 
to be the showpiece for our town and the ideas and collaboration of both citizens and 
business owners are needed to make this happen.

Our boardwalk is probably the must heavily used public structure that we have and after 
many years of use it needs repair.  Now is the time to receive input on how we can 
improve upon and perhaps even extend this significant town asset.

The Fish Hatchery, operated by the Gore Bay Fish and Game Club, has stocked the 
waters around Manitoulin with salmon and trout for over 25 years.  Since its inception it 
has been supported financially by the Town in many ways including most recently the 
provision of free rent and the payment of hydro.  With the many demands for public tax 
dollars, council needs your input on whether the hatchery should continue to receive the 
financial support it has in the past or if not, what are other ways that the hatchery can be 
supported in order to carry on its important work.



With your input, council can make the important decisions that impact all of us and I 
hope you will take the time to turn out for this and future meetings.

Also, please take the time to visit our new and improved website, www.gorebay.ca for 
information about your town.  Leave us your comments and if you need help or 
information we promise to get right back to you.

So for another month, I am pleased to provide you with this update and remember your 
comments and suggestions are valued and appreciated.
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