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A cold rainy spring has prompted a slower than normal start to the summer season but 
the weather has not impacted the many events that took place this spring or that are 
planned for the summer.

April was Volunteer Month in Canada and we celebrated the importance of volunteers 
and the great things they do for the community at a come and go event at the 
Community Hall on May 16. Those in attendance were treated to snacks and a tour of 
our refurbished community centre. Anyone who does something to make life better for 
someone else without the expectation of reward is a volunteer and our community and 
indeed our country could not function without them. We are fortunate to have so many 
volunteers in Gore Bay and area and on behalf of Council and myself our sincere thank 
you.

In June it was also time to say thank you to the many seniors in Gore Bay. A luncheon 
was held on June 20 at the Seniors Drop in Centre to honour our seniors. It is too easy 
to take for granted what the generations that have come before us have done for us. 
What we are and what we have today is because of them and we owe them a huge 
debt. To those seniors that could not attend the luncheon I would like to say thank you 
on behalf of Council and myself for all that you have done to make Gore Bay a better 
place. Also at this event I was pleased to present the Senior of the Year Award to Betty 
Lou Purvis. It is very special for me each year to be able to present this award since it 
recognizes a person from our community who has now reached what we consider their 
“senior” years and to look back and see all the contributions that person has made 
throughout their life. Betty Lou not only spent 43 years working for the people of Ontario 
as an employee of the Provincial Government but volunteered her time with the Cancer 
Society, the Heart & Stroke Foundation, the Lyons Memorial United Church, the Eastern 
Star and many other committees and activities in and around Gore Bay. Congratulations 
to Betty Lou.

Since my last report I was also pleased to attend two official openings in Town. The first 
one was the official opening of our newly renovated Harbour Centre (formerly Wharf 
Building) on the waterfront near Fish Point on May 31. This building, although originally 
built to encourage the development of new businesses in Gore Bay, in recent years had 
fallen into disrepair and was becoming a liability to the Town. During the term of the 
previous Council there was much discussion as to what to do with it. Although the 
possible sale of the building was given consideration, Council of the day voted to allow 
the Gore Bay Museum Board spearheaded by Nicole Weppler to develop a plan for the 
building which would see it becoming a cultural centre and an attraction for Gore Bay. 
Since securing government funding for the project, renovations have been underway for 
the past two years. The second floor (which houses a number of small specialized 
businesses) and the third floor (which is the home of the William Purvis Marine Centre) 
are now complete and open to the public. The renovations to the first floor should be 
done by mid July and it will become the new home for the Manitoulin Planning Board 



office, a Gore Bay Visitors Centre and a training centre for arts and crafts. The total 
budget for this project was almost $800,000 with only a very minor percentage (1.2%) of 
that funded through local taxation. The business spaces in the building are now full with 
a waiting list from other interested parties. What was once a liability to the Town has 
now become an asset and should not only pay for itself for years to come but also be an 
economic attraction for the Town. My thank you to Nicole, the Museum Board and Town 
Staff for all of their hard work that has made this project a reality.

The second opening I attended was on June 27 which marked the official viewing of the 
Gore Bay Fish Hatchery which has now moved to the former water treatment building 
on the waterfront. The new location has a much smaller floor space than at its former 
location but the Fish and Game Club volunteers with the help of many others including 
Mike Meeker and staff from the Ministry of Natural Resources have developed a new 
and environmentally friendly hatchery which will see the Club continue to raise salmon 
and trout for the planting in local waters. The hatchery has been in existence for many 
years and has throughout that time been a major economic boost to Gore Bay and area. 
Most recently with funding problems, aging equipment and an inadequate water supply 
the future of the hatchery was in doubt. With this new location, a guaranteed water 
supply and a new way of raising fish, the Hatchery has been re-born and the Fish and 
Game Club is even more determined than ever to make it successful. In addition to this 
official opening the night was made even more special by the presentation to Jim Sloss 
by our MPP Michael Mantha of the Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Award in 
recognition of his many years of work with the fish hatchery. Congratulations to Jim and 
very well deserved indeed.

With respect to other happenings around the Town I am sure most residents by now 
have noticed the new benches and waste receptacles on the main street. Although on 
back order for the past month, new flower containers will be delivered shortly which will 
compliment these improvements and provide an updated and fresh look to our main 
business section. This project was initiated by the Joint Business Advisory Committee 
which is a committee of Council made up of myself, one councillor and five business 
people. There are plans for future improvements including new directional signs around 
town and a business directory in front of the Community Hall.

On the Public Works side, residents can expect the following regarding street and 
sidewalk improvements this summer. To date the sidewalk from the parking lot to 
Guardian Pharmacy has been replaced and a new sidewalk will be installed beside the 
Community Hall to provide access from Meredith St. to the Municipal Building and 
Library. In addition three streets will receive prime/surface treatment shortly and asphalt 
repairs are also planned before fall in selected parking areas.

Finally keep a look out in the paper, on posters around town or on the Gore Bay website 
for details of this summer’s entertainment calendar which will include Summer Theatre, 
Gore Bay Harbour Days and the annual Lionsfest weekend.



So for another month, I am pleased to provide you with this report and remember your 
comments and suggestions are valued and appreciated.


